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destined not to perish, but, manured by other care and skill,
eventually germinated a florescence brighter than its early
promise. Who are they to whose fostering care this happy
ending may be described ? Our most able, active, and
energetic friend was a brother officer, Mr. James Ranald
Martin, formerly of the Bengal Medical Service. In close
alliance with him was the Editor of THE LANCET. The com-
bined literary efforts of these gentlemen raised that founda-
tion of indisputable fact, which enabled General Sir De Lacy
Evans, the warm and generous parliamentary advocate of
military surgeons, so to place their claims before the House
of Commons as to permit of no denial. It grieves us to say
that we have met with some members of the service, who,
in their happy ignorance of the gigantic efforts essential
to such a victory, have attempted to pooh-pooh the whole,
and assert that sooner or later the result we now enjoy must
have been obtained. Had these gentlemen been literally born
with a silver spoon in their months, and a golden one in either
’hand, had they passed their lives upon a velvet cushion
enshrined within a crystal case, undergoing no greater hard-
ship than a daily meal of ambrosia, such apathetic puerility
might have been forgiven. But that full-bearded men, who
have been tossed upon the sea of life, and fought its battle, can
calmly assert that such things are to be got for merely ask-
ing, displays a degree of mundane folly and ignorance con-
ceivable onlv in an inhabitant of the lunar sphere.
The foregoing reflections have been induced by the lament-

able failure of the committee appointed by a general meeting
of medical officers, held in November last, to effect any de-
monstration of gratitude to those whose exertions have re-
leased them from a state of military helotry. Is thankfulness
for benefits conferred, and emotion, banished from the hearts
of the surgeons of our army ? Render unto Caesar the
things which are Csesar’s.’ Sir James, our venerated chief,
has won the laurel-crown. Long may it press the brows of
the gallant and generous-hearted old man But in addition
to this, some Rs. 5 or 6000, have been subscribed to grace his
triumph ! Are the absent always to be forgotten ? Surely
if the crowning of our hopes be worth a demonstration such
as this, a little might be spared to mark our feelings towards
those whose efforts in bearing the burden and heat of the
day, have achieved the victory ? India alone contains above
one thousand medical officers of the Royal and Company’s
services. Ten rupees each, saved by the privation of some
useless luxury, amounting to a total of &pound;1000, would suffice
to purchase testimonial swords for the two military men,
whilst half the sum devoted to the editor of THE LANCET
and Mr. Martin, would be probably disposed of most to the
satisfaction of these gentlemen by founding an annual or
biennial prize, bearing their name, for the best essay upon
any given point of military surgery. Some such idea as this
might yet be carried out ! An error of omission can always
be repaired. Generous spirits of the service awake ! throw
off the sloth that binds you, and show the world that though
the sun of India may paralyse in some respect your hands,
your hearts are sound, and glowing with as bright a fire as
England ever lighted ?" - From the Oalcutta Medical and
S’cientific Gazette of Saturday, June 14th, 1851.

Correspondence.

THE PROVINCIAL MEDICAL AND SURGICAL
ASSOCIATION AND MEDICAL REFORM.

"Audi alteram p,,irtem.11

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;As I was unable to attend the meeting of the Provincial

Medical Association at Brighton, I addressed the following’ letter
to Sir Charles Hastings on the proposed proceedings respecting
medical reform. I understand it was read by Sir Charles to the
Council, and they unanimously came to the decision that my
better, as well as some others which were sent to him and to the
Secretary for that purpose, should not be read at the public
meeting. Believing, however, that a large majority of the
general practitioners of England and Wales entertain opinions
similar to my own&mdash;though they may differ from those of some
of the leaders of the Association-you will much oblige me by
allowing the document to appear in the next number of THE
- LANCET.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
GEORGE WEBSTER.

’ To S’ir Charles Hastings, M.D., &c.
My DEAR SIR,&mdash;I am hourly expecting an anxious midwifery

case, which, if not over in time, will deprive me of the pleasure
of attending our anniversary meeting at Brighton. I shall regret

, this the more, because I particularly wish to be present at the
Council meeting on Tuesday evening, to suggest some alterations

, 
in the proposed Report of the Council.

, In case of my absence, therefore, I write to protest respectfully,
. but earnestly, against the course indicated in the Report on the
. question of medical reform. Should the Council propose, and
: the members present at the anniversary " accept the proffered

terms of the College of Surgeons, with some SLIGHT modifica-
’ 

tions," " as the basis of a final settlement of the question," they
will, in my humble opinion, show a great amount of gratitude

for very small concessions, while they will betray the rights and, 

interests of a great majority of the Association and of the pro-
fession. Such a scheme may probably meet the wishes of those
who are anxious to become fellows of the College ; but as regards
the degraded members, they will gain nothing, unless they acquire
full, free, and unrestricted votes in the election of the Council,
and be also themselves eligible to seats on the Council. It appears
to me as if the central Council of the Association had considered
chiefly the privileges of the fellows of the College, and forgotten
the claims of other practitioners. The great majority of medical
men are not consulting but general practitioners, and whether
members of the College of Surgeons only, or licentiates of the
Society of Apothecaries, or both,-or holding other diplomas and
licences in addition to these, or without them,-they must be
viewed as one body, and their rights and interests as identical. I
consider, then, that the new proposal (which you and your
colleagues of the central Council approve of) to take from the
general practitioners the power to regulate the education and test
the qualifications of their own body, and confer iton the Colleges of &pound;
Physicians and Surgeons, would not only be a flagrant act of injus-
tice, but would be fraught with great danger to the public health.

Is it in accordance with our experience of human motives
and corporate actions, to believe that the Colleges would ever
view with favour, or govern with equity, the general practitioners
of this country, whose interests are opposed to their own, and
who have been called into existence by the wants of the public,
in direct opposition to the intentions and wishes of these bodies ?
Is it for a moment to be supposed that the Colleges, who have
erected, and are still erecting, barriers between themselves and
the general practitioners, by examinations, fellowships, and dis-
tinctions hitherto unknown,-so that one class shall appear to be
a very superior body, and the other a very inferior one, is it to
be supposed that they will be anxious to enlarge the cnrriculum,
raise the qualifications, or elevate the status, of the general prac-
titioner ? Undoubtedly not. And thus the public will be de-
prived of the manifest advantages which a friendly rivalry and
professional emulation would naturally produce among the dif-
ferent bodies from self-government and the power to test the
qualifications of their own members. Self-government is the
first law of society, and why should one body legislate for or
govern another? What do we see when such an unnatural
system exists ? We see confusion, discontent, degradation,
oppression, and continual agitation-the governing section
trampling upon the governed, and, as I have said, with loss to,
and neglect of, the public interests.
You are aware that my own feelings and convictions have long

been in favour of a single " Faculty of Medicine and Surgery,"
as the most natural and just arrangement for all parties; but after
years of fruitless efforts for its attainment, a large body of re-
formers, comprising numerous Associations, determined, that as
the general practitioners were unrepresented and uncared for in
the Colleges, the next best step to a Faculty of Medicine would
be a Royal College for their own government and examination.
" The so-called concessions of the Council of the College of Sur-
geons" are certainly not sufficient to satisfy even their own mem-
bers, who are to have no votes and no participation in the manage-
ment of the College-these being reserved for the favoured fellows
only ; far less ought the general practitioners who are not mem-
bers of the London College to be satisfied with a plan which would
place them under the step-mother government of bodies who have
always been opposed to them.

The Report states that all the accredited Associations had
been consulted, and had agreed to the proposed plan 1 I protest
on behalf of the National Institute of Medicine, Surgery, and
Midwifery, as being directly opposed to such a scheme ; and I
believe they will not cease to agitate the question until the
general practitioners obtain self-government and the right to test
the qualifications of their own class, either in a College of their
own, or in conjunction with the present Colleges, as part of a
general plan for the whole profession.
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The Report also entirely everlooks the Society of Apothecaries,
though, in one of the mem’orials to Sir George Grey, it is assumed
that " they have ’very laudably expressed their willingness to

resign into competent hands the management of the examinations
in medicine and pharmacy." I believe the Society do not con-
sider the Colleges either safe or competent hands, and that they
will not willingly resign their powers, which have been so bene-
ficial to the profession, into any hands but those of their own
class.
While so much opposition has arisen from some of the pro-

-vincial surgeons and physicians, to the Royal College of General
Practitioners, and whilst strong objections have also been made
by the College of Surgeons, it is remarkable that all parties
should have been so apathetic as regarded the proposed Pharmacy
Bill, which would have created new vested rights, and added
another element of discord in the settlement of the medical ques-
tion. The Pharmacy Bill would have created a Royal Pharma-
ceutical College, which, with a very slight addition, would soon
have become in reality a College of General Practitioners of a
very low grade, to the detriment of the public. Surely the Society
of Apothecaries, the long established and legal regulators of
pharmacy, are perfectly fit and competent to test the qualifica-
tions of chemists and druggists without the creation of another
College to make confusion worse confounded.

I am happy to be able to entirely concur in the other parts of
the Report, and especially in that which refers to the false lights
of homoeopathy, hydropathy, and mesmerism; and I heartily
trust that a strong resolution will be passed at the general meet-
ing to cleanse the Association from the pollution of all practi-
tioners of these and similar quackeries. Allow me to add one
word as to the annual volume of T2,ansctetions. I hope that in
future it will be issued at an earlier period of the year, and in the
old form, hound in cloth, so that it may neither be a disgrace to
the Association, nor run the risk of being torn and otherwise
injured in its passage through the Post-office.
With every good wish for a pleasant meeting, and regretting

my own unavoidable absence,
Believe me, my dear Sir Charles,

Yours very faithfullv,
GEO. WEBSTER.

P.S.-I hope you will allow this to be read at the Council

meeting, and also at the general meeting, should no material
alteration be made in the Report. G. W.
Dulwich, Aug. 11,1851. 

--

TREATMENT OF DIARRH&OElig;A AND CHOLERA BY
SULPHURIC ACID.

To t7te Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;My friend and old pupil Mr. Buxton having some time

since communicated his views to me as to his method of treat-
ment in cholera and diarrhoea, by sulphuric acid alone, I em-
braced every opportunity of testing its efficacy.

I can now state that I have prescribed it in numerous
cases, and with the most satisfactory results. I have not as
yet met with one case in which it has failed to stop the
sickness and purging.

I may add, that such has been the success I have met with
in the administration of this remedy in cholera and diarrhoea,
that I regard it almost as a specific. I have just received the
accompanying letter from Mr. Buxton, which will explain his
views. I am. Sir. vour obedient servant.

WILLIAM GRIFFITH.

DEAR SIR,&mdash;In compliance with your request, I beg to send
you a few hasty remarks on my treatment of cholera by sul-
phuric acid alone.
My attention to this treatment was first drawn some years

ago in consequence of having read in a provincial paper that
colica pictonum was cured by sulphuric acid; this led me to
the use of sulphuric acid in diarrhosa.

I have for some time treated cholera with sulphuric acid
only, and I find it a perfect specific. In common cases of
cholera I give a scruple of the diluted sulphuric acid in
an ounce of water: my usual form is diluted sulphuric acid,
two drachms; compound tincture of cardamoms two drachms;
water five ounces and a half; with directions to take two table-
spoonfuls directly, and to be repeated after every loose stool,
or vomiting; and every four hours afterwards. The first dose
seldom fails to stop the purging and vomiting, but still a little
nausea may be felt at the stomach, with a little pain, for which
reason I direct the dose to be repeated every four hours. I
seldom have occasion to prescribe twice; the bowels in a day

or two, act of themselves, and the appetite quickly returns.
In severer cases, where there is violent cramp, I give first a
draught of half a drachm of the diluted sulphuric acid in one
ounce of water, and then prescribe the above mixture. In
cases of collapse where the pulse is scarcely perceptible, with
cold clammy sweats, and a constant purging, &c., I give half a
drachm of diluted sulphuric acid in a tablespoonful of water,
and repeat it every quarter of an hour, till first warmth
gradually returns, the purging stays, and the pulse becomes
stronger, when I gradually give less doses at longer intervals.

In my first commencement of the use of sulphuric acid in
cholera, I was afraid to use it alone, and I prescribed opium
with it; though the purging stopped, the sickness frequently
was but little abated, with often pains in the head; which
induced me to leave out the opium, when I found the
sulphuric acid was the better remedy without it. Occasionally
I have given the sulphate of magnesia, or some other purga-
tive, with the acid, or the day after, but I now find this need-
less. If my patient is weak I frequently prescribe three-
grains of sulphate of quinine, with one scruple of diluted
sulphuric acid, in one ounce of water, two or three times
a-day.

I have seen all the other usual remedies fail in the treat-
ment of cholera. In 1832, calomel in large doses, with and
without opium, had its advocates; but the patients died.
Oil of cajeput, though a powerful adjunct, failed. Transfusion
of salt-water, and of blood, I only saw once tried, when the
patient died. In after years I have used colchicum with
success, but all the cases were slight, so that I am unable to state-
its value in the stage of collapse. Brandy and opium, though
powerful stimulants in the stage of collapse, often prove inert.
The inhaling of sulphuric ether in the last stage, I have not
used. Purgatives and astringents are also known to fail.
Sulphuric acid I have never seen used but in my own prac-
tice, nor had I seen or heard of its use until you directed my
attention this morning, in the library of the Royal College of
Surgeons, to a communication of Dr. Cox on the subject, in
THE LANCET of the 9th inst. I have not yet found it to fail,
although employed in the stage of collapse. The remedy is
pleasant to take, produces not that dislike usual in taking
medicines, and if once in the stornach is retained, though
water given immediately before is ejected.

I remain, yours very truly,
T. BUXTON.

THE LANCET, THE PROVINCIAL ASSOCIATION,
AND HOM&OElig;OPATHY.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Every honest man must have been pleased with the

Brighton resolutions. In themselves, nothing could have
been better. But it did strike me as singular, that not one of
the gentlemen whose very excellent speeches were reported
should have said a word about the indefatigable spirit of THE
LANCET and its writers, which has undoubtedly brought about
the present state of affairs. Everything seemed treated de
novo, in a certain sense. I certainly expected that at least a
vote of thanks would have been given you for your past
efforts in the good old cause. But the opportunity is passed,.
and let us hope better things for next year.
As one instance of the fallacv of believing that hom&oelig;opaths

really practise bommopathicafly, I may take the opportunity
of mentioning, that I knew of a case, a short time since, in
which Dr. Madden, the pupil of Henderson, and whom, both
master and pupil, you have so ably handled, treated a case of
leucorrhoea with the speculum, the solid nitrate of silver, and
injections ! Doubtless he gave globules, and referred any
benefit which might have accrued, to the infinitesimals; but
what a pity it is that they will not cure such a simple thing
as leucorrhoea by themselves ?

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
M.D., Brighton.

HOM&OElig;OPATHY.
(NOTE FROM MR. TURNER.)

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Absence from home, and other circumstances, having
prevented me, for some weeks past, from reading the medical
journals, I was not aware, till a few days ago, that you had
animadverted on some remarks which I made at a meeting of
the Lancashire and Cheshire branch of the Provincial Associa-
tion, held at Manchester in the early part of July.
As the remarks made on that occasion were delivered ex-

temporaneously, I cannot recal to mind the exact words which


